
My paintings are a personal record, a visual journal of scenes 
that have caught my eye and held my attention. My goal is to 
document the beauty that I see in the landscape, and create a 
record of my impression for others (and myself ) to enjoy.

My artistic process relies heavily on observation — that is to 
say I trust my eyes to "tell" me what to put on the canvas, how 
to paint it, what is important, and what is not. 

For me, painting is an exercise in active seeing. I strive to 
observe carefully and render accurately. I may accentuate 
color relationships, value variations, or contours that I �nd 
compelling, but typically I do not “make things up.”

Recurring subject matter in my landscapes are mountains, 
trees, rivers and lakes, cityscapes and architecture. But even 
more important than the physical scenery, is the light that 
reveals it. There are wonderful, and sometimes unexpected 
things that happen when light re�ects o� of one surface and 
onto another. I keep a lookout for surprising lighting e�ects.

While painting, I try to keep in mind that often times one 
thinks that one see something, but in truth does not. Seeing 
accurately requires focused attention, careful observation, 
notation, comparison, and reassessment. That essentially is 
my painting process.

My work, in both my subject matter and color palette, is 
optimistic, re�ecting a sense of contentment with my home in 
Western North Carolina and my appreciation of the 
breathtaking scenery of the Blue Ridge Mountains.

Seeing Purposefully - An Artist’s Statement

Brennen McElhaney, Singing Creek Trail
 Acrylic on canvas, 19 x 24 in.

Brennen McElhaney, Across the River
 Acrylic on canvas, 14 x 18 in.

Brennen McElhaney, Blue Harbor
Acrylic on canvas, 18 x 14 in.
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